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Non-public 

Advisory 

Opinion 

07/29/15 Advised City official regarding 

application of City ethics laws to the 

official’s proposed sending of solicitation 

letters to various local businesses 

requesting that contributions be made to a 

non-profit entity to support an annual 

community event hosted by the official 

and the official’s office. Although the 

solicited contributions would support an 

event hosted by the City official and the 

official’s office, the official would not be 

soliciting a gift as defined by the City 

Ethics Code because the official would 

not realize a personal financial benefit 

from the event or from the contributions 

to the non-profit to support the event. 

Although the City gift and conflict of 

interest restrictions do not prohibit 

sending the letters, an appearance of 

impropriety exists with respect to certain 

proposed recipients. To avoid this 

appearance of impropriety, the Board 

recommends that the City official not 

solicit businesses that: a) are currently 

seeking official action from the City 

official or his or her City office; b) have 

sought official action from the City 

official or his or her City office in the last 

year; or c) are businesses that the City 

official has reason to believe will seek 

official action from the City official or his 

or her City office in the foreseeable 

future. The Board further recommends the 

proposed solicitation letters should omit 

any language characterizing the 

contributions as being for or benefiting 

the City official. 
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